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Amended 7/23/13


 Introduced by Council Member Jones and amended by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee: 
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ORDINANCE 2013-297-E
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM WITHIN THE BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD AREA, BOUNDED GENERALLY BY CHELSEA STREET TO THE SOUTH, STONEWALL STREET TO THE EAST, MCCOY’S CREEK TO THE NORTH, AND SOUTH MYRTLE AVENUE TO THE WEST, AS MORE PARTICULARLY GRAPHICALLY DEPICTED AND DESCRIBED HEREIN; PROVIDING FINDINGS AND INTENT; IMPOSING TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON DEMOLITION PERMITS ISSUED, PURSUANT to Section 320.407, Ordinance Code, WITHIN THE AREA; PROVIDING FOR ISSUANCE OF “PERMITS IN PROGRESS” AS HEREIN DEFINED; PROVIDING FOR MORATORIUM DURATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Brooklyn Neighborhood Area (the “Area”), bounded generally by Chelsea Street to the South, Stonewall Street to the East, McCoy’s Creek  to the North, and Myrtle Avenue to the West, as shown on the map attached as Exhibit 1 hereto and incorporated by reference herein, contains many historic principal structures; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission approved a motion to sponsor an application establishing a Brooklyn Historic District at its March 27, 2013 meeting; and

WHEREAS, Section 307.105 of the Ordinance Code establishes the process for the designation of historic districts, which can take several months to complete and existing buildings within the proposed designated area are not protected from demolition during this process; and 

WHEREAS, there are various options for preservation of the historic structures in the Area, and all options should be evaluated; and 

WHEREAS, requests for demolition of structures situated within the Area poses a significant threat to the historical integrity of this area; and

WHEREAS, the Council would like to provide interim protection to existing structures within the Area during review and potential implementation of a process to protect the existing historic structures; now therefore 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Findings and Statement of Intent. The above recitals are hereby adopted as the Council’s Findings of Fact. 

Section 2.

Temporary Moratorium Imposed. The Council hereby imposes a temporary moratorium on the issuance of all new demolition permits, pursuant to Section 320.407, Ordinance Code, for properties located within the Brooklyn Neighborhood Area, with the boundaries of the area described as follows: Begin on the centerline of Myrtle Avenue and McCoy’s Creek; Thence Southerly along the centerline of Myrtle Avenue to the center line of Price Street; Thence Southerly on the centerline of Price Street to the centerline of Elm Street; Thence southerly on the centerline of Elm Street to the Northwesterly prolongation of lot 1, block 36, of Brooklyn Subdivision; Thence Southerly on the Northwesterly prolongation of lot 1, block 36, of Brooklyn Subdivision to the Southwesterly corner of lot 1, block 36, of Brooklyn Subdivision; Thence Southwesterly along the Northerly property lines of lot 6 & 5, block 36, of Brooklyn Subdivision, to the Northwesterly corner of lot 5, block 36, of Brooklyn Subdivision; Thence Southeasterly along the Westerly property line of lot 5, block 36, of Brooklyn Subdivision to the centerline of Spruce Street; Thence Northeasterly along the centerline of Spruce Street to the centerline of Price Street; Thence Southeasterly along the centerline of Price Street to the centerline of Chelsea Street; Thence Northeasterly along the centerline of Chelsea Street to the centerline of Dora Street; Thence Southeasterly along the centerline of Dora Street to the Southwesterly prolongation of the Southerly line of the Northerly 57.4 feet of lot 5, block 20, of Brooklyn Subdivision; Thence Northeasterly along the Southwesterly prolongation of the Southerly Property line of the Northerly 57.4 feet of lot 5, block 20, of the Brooklyn Subdivision to the Northeasterly Property line of lot 5, block 20, of the Brooklyn Subdivision; Thence Northwesterly along the Northeasterly property line of lot 5, block 20, of the Brooklyn Subdivision to the centerline of Chelsea Street; Thence Northeasterly along the centerline of Chelsea Street to the centerline of Stonewall Street; Thence Northwesterly along the centerline of Stonewall Street to the centerline of McCoy’s Creek; Thence Westerly, and Southwesterly along the centerline of McCoy’s Creek to the centerline of Myrtle Avenue, and the point of Beginning, as shown on the map identified as Exhibit 1.    

Section 3.

Temporary Moratorium Conditions.  The temporary moratorium hereby imposed shall apply during the duration thereof to prohibit the demolition of residential and commercial structures within the Area and no permits shall be issued in relation thereto. Provided however, nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to limit or abrogate the City’s ability under Chapter 518, Ordinance Code, to prevent, abate or remove a public nuisance caused by an unsafe condition, including the City’s right to demolish any unsafe structure located within the Area.    

Section 4.

Duration of Moratorium.  This moratorium shall remain in effect for 180 days from the effective date of this Ordinance, or until a process is implemented to review and evaluate demotion requests for the historic structures, whichever occurs first.



Section 5.

Authorization to Issue Permits in Progress.  The Council acknowledges that it may create a hardship to deny applications for permits for demolition where projects were in progress prior to May 1, 2013. Accordingly, notwithstanding any provision of this legislation to the contrary, the City is hereby specifically authorized to process, and issue, where appropriate, permits for demolition, where as evidenced by suitable written proof, a complete and legally sufficient application for demolition permit has been filed with the City prior to May 1, 2013.


Section 6.

Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance. 

Section 7.

Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:   Paige Hobbs Johnston 
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